
Wisconsin Tribal Conservation Advisory Council Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, December 2, 2008 

Forest County Potawatomi Community 
 

Meeting called to order by Nate Guldan at 9:02 am.  Jonathan was not able to make the 
meeting, so Nate Guldan ran the meeting. 
 
1. Roll Call 
Present:  Oneida (Pat Pelky), LCO (Brett McConnell), FCPC (Nate Guldan), Lac du 
Flambeau (Scott McDougall), Bad River (Pam Roberts), St. Croix (Tony Havranek)  
 
Pam Roberts and Ervin Soulier are the new representatives for Bad River.   
 
Others Present:  Jim Thannum (GLIFWC), Chris Borden (Pri-Ru-Ta RC&D), Tony Bush 
(NRCS), Pat Rivers (Midwest Glacial Lakes Partnership), Greg Yakle (NRCS), Dr. Tim 
Deveau (APHIS) 
 
2. Approval of Minutes 
The November 4, 2008 minutes need to be amended to indicate that the 2 projects 
approved were for Bad River and that they were titled Graveyard Creek Brook Trout 
Behavior Study and Evaluation Project and Culvert Assessment and Remediation Project. 
 
MOTION:  Motion to approve November 3, 2008 meeting minutes and to approve 
November 4, 2008 meeting minutes with amendments. Motion by Oneida, seconded by 
LCO.  All ayes, zero opposed, motion carried. 
 
3. Midwest Fish and Wildlife Conference 
The Midwest Fish and Wildlife Conference is being held December 14 -17 in Columbus, 
Ohio.  There is a symposium on getting the most out of the Conservation Title in the 
Farm Bill.  This is short notice, but if anyone is interested in going, it would be good to 
have someone there.  WTCAC could pick up the travel expenses for this meeting.   
 
4. Annual Report and Educational Brochure 
Julie distributed 2 handouts that Renee Anderson put together.   One illustrated the funds 
the Tribes have utilized from EQIP before and after the formation of WTCAC and from 
WHIP.  Pat Pelky recommended pointing out how the amount of funds utilized changed 
when the cost share rates were reduced.  The Tribes used fewer funds when the cost share 
rate went from 75% down to 50%.  Julie will see if Renee can include this.   
 
The other handout illustrated all the project summaries and pictures sent in by the Tribes.  
Most Tribes have sent in project summaries and photos.  Nate will email the Tribes that 
have not.   
 
These are just draft reports, Renee is still working to pull everything together and she just 
wanted to show what she had at this point.   
 



5. Great Lakes Regional Collaboration Habitat and Species Workshop 
Bret handed out a draft agenda for the Great Lakes Regional Collaboration Habitat and 
Species Workshop being held on February 19, 2009 in Lac du Flambeau (attached).  It 
looks like it may be a good workshop.   
 
6. NRCS Update 
Pat Leavenworth and Jerry Thompson participated via a conference call. 
 
NRCS is missing 3 signature authorities from Oneida, Red Cliff, and Stockbridge.  Tony 
Bush will be sending the Oneida information.  Nate will contact Red Cliff and 
Stockbridge. 
 
Jerry Thompson is retiring at the end of December.  Julie Malvitz and Greg Yakle will be 
taking liaison responsibilities in the interim.  Jerry apologized for not being able to 
personally be at the meeting and said a few words about how he has enjoyed working 
with WTCAC.  He also indicated that WTCAC has definitely come along way since 
1998.   Julie will be taking on some duties and Greg will also be helping.  Some state 
office people may need to help as well.  Renee Anderson will work with us on the 
brochure and annual report.  
 
This is the first time the agency has had a stand alone audit, because of increase in 
funding Wisconsin has been receiving they are on the radar screen and have had this 
audit going on since last February.  A month ago they came out with report and did not 
show very well.  They have by the end of the year to justify everything and hopefully get 
a clean audit next year.   
 
The rules for the new Farm Bill are still being run through the rules clearance process. 
The EQIP rule has not made it through yet, but they started sign up as of December 1 that 
will run through January 31.  A very uncertain year is coming up with a continuing 
resolution until March 6 so they do not have a final budget yet.    
 
Payment limits – not official but they have no intention of changing the language in 
relation to Tribes from the last farm bill, therefore the Tribes will not need to worry about 
the limits.   
 
WHIP – other entities will not be part of WHIP program any more, only individuals and 
Tribes.  $500K is initial allocation for WHIP this year, last year $985,750, but that was 
with extra they got toward the end of the year and it may happen again this year.  Coastal 
states will have a tough time spending the money without Tribes and farmers that would 
want to participate in WHIP so the money my come to other states.  This could help all 
the Tribe’s nation wide.   
 
Pat Leavenworth has a copy of Mole Lake's Section 106 MOU and she will be signing it.  
Jerry also has Oneida’s and has been trying to find time to finish it but he is swamped 
with the audit.  Jerry needs to resolve who is going to take over the 106 process once he 
retires.   



7. Midwest Glacial Lakes Partnership  
Pat Rivers (pat.rivers@dnr.state.mn.us, 218-633-8617, www.midwestglaciallakes.org), 
the Project Manager for the Midwest Glacial Lakes Partnership, gave a presentation (see 
attachment).   
 
Pat indicated that the Tribes can play a role in the partnership by staying informed on 
what the partnership is doing, by guiding partnership direction, by looking for 
opportunities to leverage funds, and by helping the partnership with our communication 
networks. 
 
Pat indicated that things the partnership will be able to provide include technical 
assistance, work with counties to give incentives to homeowners to keep their shorelines 
natural, and by awarding grants.  He indicated the Tribes should have projects ready 
because the partnership may be able to award grants in the future. 
 
Pat will be emailing Nate their draft Strategic Plan and Nate will email it out to everyone.  
Please review the strategic plan by the next meeting so we can discuss whether or not we 
would like to officially show our support for this Partnership.  If we would like to support 
it, he would appreciate an official letter of support which they will include in their 
application packet.   
 
8. SF-269 Form (Financial Status Report)  
NRCS indicated that on an annual basis at the end of the fiscal year, WTCAC needs to 
fill out a SF-269 Form (Financial Status Report) for each of our agreements with NRCS. 
Chris Borden and Nate filled it out at lunch and Nate will mail it to NRCS. 
 
9. St. Croix Small Project Final Report  
Tony Havranek from St. Croix presented the final report for St. Croix's small grant 
project entitled "Regional Wild Rice Assessment" (Attached).   He did not have the 
financial part of the report, so we will need to approve payment at next meeting. 
 
Tony also presented a summary of all EQIP and WHIP projects that St. Croix completed 
in 2008. 
 
10.  Financial Update/Judicare 
Nate and Jonathan met with David Armstrong on Monday to discuss the status of the 
501(c)3 application.  Nate has almost got all the financials in order and he will be 
completing them shortly.  Nate will also be compiling brief summaries for all the small 
projects that have been completed because this is needed for the 501(c)3 application.  
Fees will be required to be paid so if Jonathan can get a letter drafted we can ask Oneida 
for a donation to cover these costs.   
 
We also discussed that we need to increase the amount of money reimbursed to the Tribe 
that hosts the meeting because the meetings are costing more than $500.   
 
 



11. Energy Component to Strategic Plan 
We discussed that we need to add energy component to strategic plan to prepare for 
upcoming funding opportunities, etc.   
 
12. EQIP Ranking Tool 
Tony Bush handed out the EQIP Ranking Tool for 2008 (attached).  It will be used to 
rank the Tribal projects that are submitted.  This ranking tool needed to be approved by 
WTCAC so it could be posted on the internet.  The Tribes would not be eligible for EQIP 
funds unless it was posted.   
 
MOTION:  Motion to approve the 2008 EQIP Ranking Sheet and post it on the internet 
so that Tribes may sign up for EQIP.  Motion by Oneida, seconded by LCO.  All ayes, 
zero opposed, motion carried. 
 
There were new practices added this year.  They are: Pumping plant (533), Vegetated 
Treatment Area (635), Access Control (472), Field Border (386)   
 
13. APHIS Update 
Dr. Tim Deveau gave an update for APHIS.   
 
He indicated that they vaccinated dogs and cats on a number of Reservations.   
 
Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) was found in a hunting preserve near Junction City.  
All deer where depopulated (64 deer).  Only 1 animal, a 9 year old doe, was positive (but 
it had no outward signs of CWD.  12 yrs ago they fenced off the area and she was a first 
generation offspring from a wild population purchased from DNR.  They have purchased 
a few bucks over the years.  The owner is required to dig up and bury soil near feeders, 
burn buildings, and maintain fence line for 5 years so no deer are allowed in.  The owner 
will be paid fair market value for the animals.  Once he has everything cleaned up he will 
get payment from state. 
 
A wild pig killed in Crawford County had pseudorabies.  Please make sure to report any 
wild pig sightings on Tribal lands.   
 
There is a meeting on VHS on December 11 at the Wisconsin Veterinary Diagnostic Lab.   
No new areas in Wisconsin for VHS. 
 
14. List of Items Jerry was working on for us 

1) Annual Report 
2) Brochure for educational purposes 
3) Matrix of Projects – Name, date, project title, amount, final report, did we send a 

check 
4) Section 106 MOU (who will help with it) 

 
 
 



15. Next Meeting 
Next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday January 13 at St. Croix at 9am. 
MOTION:  Motion to adjourn.  Motion by LCO, seconded by Oneida.  All ayes, zero 
opposed motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 2:11 pm. 
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