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Wisconsin Tribal Conservation Advisory Council Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, June 20, 2012 

Menominee 
 
Meeting called to order at 8:01am by Pat Pelky. 
 
1. Roll Call 
Present:  FCPC (Nate Guldan), Ho-Chunk (Sara Hatleli), LCO (Brett McConnell), 
Menominee (Jeremy Pyatskowit), Mole Lake (Tina Van Zile), Oneida (Pat Pelky, Jeff 
Mears), St. Croix (Katie Stariha), Stockbridge-Munsee (Randall Wollenhaup) 
 
Others Present:  Jonathan Pyatskowit (DNR). Chris Borden (NRCS), Donna Huebner 
(Rural Development), Pat Leavenworth (NRCS), Tyrone Larson (NRCS), Sherrie Zenk-
Reed (NRCS), Tony Bush (NRCS), Barb Tormoehlen (USFS), Tom Melnarik (NRCS), 
Tracey Hames (Wisconsin Wetland Association), Michael Stinebrink (NRCS), Keith 
Sengbusch (WTCAC), Randy Gilbertson (WTCAC), Jim Ruppel (EPA), Jerry Thompson 
(WTCAC), Susan Hunter (FSA), JoAnn Cruse (APHIS), Dan Cornelius (IAC), Stan 
Gruszynski (RD) 
 
2. Approval of Agenda 
MOTION:  Motion to approve agenda. Motion by Menominee, seconded by Ho-Chunk.  
All ayes, zero opposed, motion carried. 
 
3. Approval of Minutes 
Under Rural Development, community facilities, RD did not help finance the hoop house 
at Red Cliff last year but could have if they applied.  It would be an eligible community 
facility use.   
 
Sara Hatleli was not at the May 3rd meeting. Randy Gilbertson was at the May 2nd 
meeting.   
 
MOTION:  Motion to approve the May 2 and 3, 2012 minutes with modifications. 
Motion by Menominee, seconded by Ho-Chunk.  All ayes, zero opposed, motion carried. 
 
4. NRCS Update 
Pat Leavenworth – For the FY12 Budget, they are still awaiting additional funds in CRP, 
GLRI, and the Farm and Ranchland Protection Program.  They have a new financial 
management system they are switching to which is causing some problems.  FY13 
Budget – all states have been given guidance on how to create a budget request and needs 
to be in by June 29.  It is based on President’s budget submission and will be refined as 
Congress completes its appropriations process.  In terms of Ag Reform Bill, 300 some 
amendments were proposed and they got it down to 73 and voted to allow debate on the 
bill and now are in the process of voting on the individual amendments so it is 
proceeding, not a lot of information on what is going on in the House.  The NRCS Chief 
is pleased with how the Senate proposal is proceeding; it streamlines their operations, 
consolidates certain programs, and still retains the flexibility to implement the programs 
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and an emphasis on leveraging partnerships.  NRCS is proceeding ahead with the 
nationwide soil health and sustainability initiative.  They have set up an internal team to 
determine how they will roll it out in the state – will be bringing in WTCAC and other 
partners.  They have also been charged with moving ahead looking at the field offices for 
the future knowing that budgets are going to be shrinking so they are looking at where 
opportunities are to be more efficient.  They are conducting a survey through the WLWA 
to see where they can improve their services.  They have the Agroforestry Initiative 
currently ongoing (summary attached).  They want to involve Red Cliff and Bad River.  
This project is working on hazelnuts and a native foods cookbook.  TSP Project – They 
received a $70,000 grant to do a pilot on how to bring TSP to the Tribal work force 
(handout attached).  Renae has been leading this effort and they contracted with the 
College of Menominee Nation.  At the end they hope to have a template to hand over to 
headquarters on how states can bring Tribal TSPs into the work force.   
 
Tech Recommendations – Chris Borden passed out NRCS’s response to the technical 
recommendations (attached).  He feels there may have been a misunderstanding on 
stream crossing- probably should have been under fish passage.  Pat Leavenworth is 
going to set up a conference call to discuss this issue.   The rest of the NRCS discussion 
was table until later.   
 
Harmony Training is scheduled for August 13 – 17.  WTCAC is coordinating the event.  
It will be held at Mole Lake and it being cohosted by Mole Lake and FCPC.  The next 
planning conference call is the 26th to take a final look at the draft agenda.  Jerry handed 
out the training budget sheet.  We will be charging a registration fee of $107 which is 
really just to cover the federal per diem costs for meals.  There is room for 35 – 40 
participants.  NRCS asked for 21 spots, USFS asked for 6, RD is still in question 
probably 1, APHIS asked for 2 slots, FSA probably 5.  Jerry needs to submit the number 
of people in this state that are planning to attend by the end of the month at the latest, 
preferably by the end of the week.  They stopped at the hotel yesterday – rooms are at 
Mole Lake Hotel and Casino, room rate is $64 plus tax.  They also have a campground 
you can bring a camper; there would be no charge for camping.  We are going to suggest 
that for Thursday night that all folks think about camping.  They are asking everyone to 
bring lawn chairs, bug spray, sunscreen, rain jacket, etc. 
 
5. Rural Development Update 
Stan Gruszynski – Rural Development is undergoing a lot of change, budget cut of 15%.  
They will go from 100.2 full time staff down to 85 staff, some managed through buyouts 
and early retirements.  They have also been under a hiring freeze for the last 2 years.  
This was Congress’s decision.  It is a difficult situation but they are managing it well, 
they have 6 offices and they are going to keep those.  They have gone from 6 area 
directors down to 3 area directors managing 2 offices a piece.  They do not have travel 
money and no place to take it from.  At national level all agencies have been asked to put 
together regional plans.  Twelve Midwestern states have been asked to come up with an 
administrative plan to share resources.  Food Agriculture Council (FAC) represents all 
USDA agencies in a particular state and in the nation overall.  Their job is to coordinate 
anyone that is working for USDA in rural communities and they are authorized to extend 
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beyond USDA to Extension, Tribes, minority associations, etc.  It is a good way for them 
to exchange information.   
 
Donna Huebner – Rural business opportunity grants – they just opened and close August 
6.  They just got the notification that gives Tribes an opportunity to request lower interest 
rate, extend payback period, or waive match.  They have to apply.  Value added producer 
grants – not open yet, hoping it will come out sometime in July, they have not heard that 
the eligibility will be expanded to Tribes, currently just for individual tribal members.    
 
6. FSA Update 
Susan Hunter (update attached) - FSA has reduced staff by a considerable amount in the 
last couple of years.  Marinette office is being closed and combining with the Oconto 
office.   They are working on streamlining their delivery system.  July 16th is the deadline 
for producers and Tribes to report any crops to the FSA office.  Building this crop history 
opens opportunities to any new things that may come out in the new Farm Bill – good to 
keep up the history.  Looking for Tribal members to run for local county committees, 
August 1 is the deadline; the nomination form is attached to hand out.  There are also 
committee advisors and any Tribal member can be an advisor.  They are 3 year terms; 
mileage to the quarterly meetings is covered.  Duties – listen to program updates, appeals 
by producers if out of compliance, have a say in how county office should conduct 
outreach with Tribes and other producers, decisions on loans, CRP, disaster programs, 
disaster designations, etc.  The committee is Susan’s boss.  They really need more Tribal 
members and women on the committees.  You would need to be a resident of that county.   
INCA is pushing for this as well with their tribal conservation districts - they feel they 
have been able to provide a voice for Tribal members’ that have gotten on these 
committees.  Local FSA people plan to start attending WTCAC meetings.   
 
7. APHIS Update 
JoAnn Cruse - They are going through some reorganization (PPQ).  They started out with 
the APHIS modernization to look at programs that are outdated.  PPQ took the initiative 
and are looking at restructuring – for the most part people will not move, just realign 
some of the offices.  They will no longer have 2 regional offices, they will be regional 
hubs.  They are hoping to streamline things and make things more consistent nationally.  
There are working groups working on the realignment.  They had buyouts and reduction 
in staff.  They have to go through incredible hoops to get anything approved after a 
buyout.  She lost her office manager and just got approval to fill the position.  She will 
lose 2 more staff.  She will be going from 7 down to 5.  The 2 lost positions were term 
positions.  Dr. Dutcher left Vet Services to take a District Director position for FDA in 
Minneapolis.  They have approval to fill his position.  They also lost their epidemiologist 
and an IT person.  Wildlife Services didn’t take a hit yet.  WTCAC got a Farm Bill award 
to bring 1 – 2 people per Tribe for the ICS exercise in Keshena the week of September 
10.  Please think about whom from each Tribe would come in for that.    The actual 
exercise starts at noon on Tuesday and goes until noon on Thursday.  The field exercise 
occurs on Wednesday, she thinks it would be good for staff to see the whole thing 
though.  It will likely be a good exercise for Foresters and other Environmental Staff as 
well as Emergency Management staff.   
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She has additional EAB lure if we need it.  She has been trying to send out updates on a 
weekly basis when emergence should have started and when peak occurs.   Peak 
emergence was in Illinois last week.  It is not looking good in Wisconsin this year, finally 
found the infestation in Green Bay based on the one beetle they found.  They couldn’t 
find it after tons of surveying, this year they found 9 infected trees and found beetles on 
them.  New find in Walworth County just north of state line, Illinois found a swath miles 
long of infested trees south of the state line in areas they hadn’t expected.  EAB was also 
found in Lake Geneva and the City of Walworth.  There was another find in Waukesha 
County as well as Port Washington.  The response in Wisconsin at this point does not 
involve taking trees down.  Can JoAnn set up a presentation EAB biocontrol?  Should we 
set up a work group to look into practice to sink logs?  It was also pointed out that an 
issue has been noticed with the increase in water levels in wetlands with the loss of black 
ash.   
 
8. USFS – State and Private Forestry Program 
Barb Tormoehlen – Barb handed out a brochure (attached) and gave a PowerPoint 
presentation (attached).  Mike Dockery is USFS liaison at the College of Menominee 
Nation. 
 
9. EPA Update 
Jim Ruppel (update attached).  Darrell Harmon is the new IEO Director in Chicago.   
Tribal caucus meeting is June 28th in Michigan.  The RTOC is scheduled for August 7 – 9 
in Red Cliff.  TEA templates were sent out on May 3rd, send Jim an estimated time as to 
when you think you can have the updates back to him.  There is a Climate Change 
Educators workshop for teachers in communicating climate change workshop coming up.   
 
Jeff Mears – Tribal Caucus meeting is being held in conjunction with the 2nd Annual BIA 
meeting in Michigan next week.  A new Co-chair will be selected.  If we have anything 
that we want to be brought up as an agenda item for RTOC left Jeff know and he can take 
them next week and get them on the RTOC agenda.  There was an issue brought up with 
project officers and grants.   
 
10. IAC Update 
Dan Cornelius – He will be presenting in Michigan next week.  He will give an overview 
of USDA and to try and get the Tribal Staff and leadership an idea of the things the 17 
different agencies offer.  IAC has funding for a regional outreach meeting.   He thought 
that it maybe could be held with a WTCAC meeting, a good way to help fund travel for 
Michigan and Minnesota Tribes to come in.  He put in a preproposal for a grant to over 
the course of 3 years have 3 - 4 workshops moving around to different Tribes focusing on 
3 – 4 different topics targeted at Tribal food producers.  He is also doing some work on 
the Value Added Producer Grant and trying to get people to think about that opportunity 
as it can fund a marketing feasibility study.  There is a $1.2 million Tribal set aside for 
the RBOG grant through RD and no match.  He was at NCAI and USDA is doing some 
listening sessions with NCAI. 
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11. INCA Update 
Jonathan Pyatskowit – He attended a meeting in mid-March and they are still working on 
their strategic plan.  They were sending the strategic plan out to TCDs for input.  They 
took our plan and modified from there, they used our structure and format and adapted it 
for their needs.  They were fine with Jonathan still serving on the INCA Board; they just 
want to make sure that Jonathan stays in contact with us.   INCA is paid members of a 
couple of different organizations: Rural Coalition and Our Natural Resources.  These 
organizations can lobby.  They normally cohosted a conference in December with IAC 
however this will not happen anymore.  They are looking at going to a rotational type 
meeting where they hold the conference in different regions each year.  WTCAC could 
partner with them on this if they came this way.  Randy Gilbertson will look into these 
two groups. 
 
12. Wisconsin Wetland Association 
Tracey Hames (WWA Executive Director) – WWA is a 501(c)3 organization out of 
Madison.  He took the job just before Thanksgiving, he had worked with the Yakima 
Nation the last 22 years, originally from St. Paul and did grad work at Stevens Point.  His 
big goal is to strengthen the partnerships with the Tribes here in Wisconsin.  He is very 
interested in meeting up with the Tribes he hasn’t met yet; he was out with Oneida, Ho-
Chunk, and Bad River.   They are starting a new program to build needs assessment for 
private wetland owners in Wisconsin.  He would also like to find out the needs Wisconsin 
Tribes have in relation to wetlands.  They also have a local government program working 
with counties and looking at planning and zoning to see how they are addressing 
wetlands.  They are also conducting strategic planning right now.  They are trying to be a 
statewide science based organization.  They are trying to get out into the communities and 
the state and figure out how to implement wetland planning and restoration at the 
community level.  They do an annual science conference every February.  It is the largest 
regional wetland science conference in the nation.  They have done a lot of restoration 
workshops in the past.  He is very interested in talking with all of us.  They do not yet 
have funding available for projects.   
 
13. NRCS (Continued) 
Chris Borden – Nationally NRCS develops the cost per unit for all scenarios.  For the 
most part, he feels the new cost rates will be more than the current ones.  They are still 
developing the practice component spreadsheet.  We may need to give them a heads up 
on our Tribal specific practices (wild rice, fish cribs, loon nesting platforms, etc.).  There 
are teams developing the regional cookbooks and they will need WTCAC’s input.  We 
need to make sure that the National Office is aware of this.  Pat Leavenworth would 
forward a letter from WTCAC to the National Office to let them know what the Tribal 
specific practices are that we need.  Randy and Keith will draft a letter for Pat Pelky to 
sign. 
 
NRCS Policy with DNR regarding state species of concern - Additional work to deal with 
State Species of Concern, why do we need to worry about it on the Reservation?  There is 
an agreement between NRCS and the State of Wisconsin to honor their threatened and 
endangered species.   
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MOTION:  Motion to direct Pat Pelky to contact Pat Leavenworth to raise concerns 
WTCAC has with having to address state threatened and endangered species on NRCS 
projects on Tribal lands. Motion by Ho-Chunk, seconded by Mole Lake.  All ayes, zero 
opposed, motion carried. 
 
14. Special Projects 
Stockbridge-Munsee’s Herman’s Pond Floating Raceway Project was presented 
(attached). 
 
MOTION:  Motion to approve Stockbridge-Munsee’s Herman’s Pond Floating Raceway 
Project for $25,395. Motion by FCPC, seconded by Menominee.  All ayes, zero opposed, 
motion carried. 
 
15. Other Business 
Sara Hatleli – Wisconsin Lakes Partnership – Since February Sara is on the Board of the 
Wisconsin Lakes Association.  Sara would be willing to provide a short presentation on 
WTCAC’s successful partnership at a Board Meeting.  The meeting is on September 26.  
Jerry will send her a couple of PowerPoint’s she can pull things out of.   
 
16. Interns 
Everything is going good so far.   There were a few time sheet and travel voucher issues 
but he got them squared away.  Payment system appears to be working. 
 
17. TCAC Trainings 
Arizona TCAC Training - He thought it went very well.  He handed out a summary of the 
evaluations (attached). 
 
Montana TCAC Training – July 17 – 20.  Dick Gooby is asking us to help sponsor that 
session.    
 
MOTION:  Motion to co-sponsor the Montana session with INCA to provide travel and 
per diem for up to 15 participants. Motion by LCO, seconded by Ho-Chunk.  All ayes, 
zero opposed, motion carried. 
 
California TCAC Training – 3 training sessions getting organized in California leaving 
July 31 and will be back the night of August 9.  This travel has already been approved.   
 
MOTION:  Motion to approve training costs of up to $10,000 for the California TCAC 
trainings. Motion by Menominee, seconded by Ho-Chunk.  All ayes, zero opposed, 
motion carried. 
 
Alaska Conference - He will be in Alaska for August 21 and 22.   
 
Great Lakes Region Native American Fish and Wildlife Conference – Jerry had a request 
from Dick Gooby to give a joint presentation.  WTCAC did not feel that it was necessary. 
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18. Board Insurance 
Randy and Jerry are getting quotes on insurance. 
 
19. Website 
Jerry emailed Jordan on the website and has not heard back.    
 
20. Financial Report 
Jerry handed out budgets.  Everything is on track and looking good. 
 
21. Employee Handbook 
Employee handbook revisions are done.   
 
22. Technical Recommendations 
Randy will be contacting us on non-chemical weed control.   
 
23. Next Meeting 
We will try to schedule the next WTCAC meeting in conjunction with the RTOC meeting 
in Red Cliff.  We will try and schedule the meeting on August 7 with a backup date of 
August 2. 
 
24. Executive Session 
 
MOTION:  Motion to go into Executive Session. Motion by FCPC, seconded by Ho-
Chunk.  All ayes, zero opposed, motion carried. 
 
MOTION:  Motion to leave Executive Session. Motion by Ho-Chunk, seconded by Mole 
Lake.  All ayes, zero opposed, motion carried. 
 
Brett will work with Jerry on pulling together expenses and we will look into reviews and 
raises at that point.  We will reimburse Jerry’s costs for phone, fax, and internet.    
 
 
 
MOTION:  Motion to adjourn. Motion by FCPC, seconded by Menominee.  All ayes, 
zero opposed, motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 4:45 pm. 
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EMAIL MINUTES 7/2/2012 
 
MOTION:  Motion to approve Pat Pelky to send a letter on behalf of WTCAC to Pat 
Leavenworth expressing concerns with the three state docket. Motion by FCPC, seconded 
by Mole Lake.  Six ayes (FCPC, Mole Lake, Red Cliff, Menominee, Ho-Chunk, LCO), 
zero opposed, motion carried. 
 
MOTION:  Motion to reimburse Jerry Thompson for WTCAC expenses. Motion by 
Menominee, seconded by FCPC.  Six ayes (FCPC, Mole Lake, Red Cliff, Menominee, 
Ho-Chunk, LCO), zero opposed, motion carried. 
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USDA Forest Service                                                                                                                                             State and Private Forestry 

Northeastern Area – Overview 

 
Wisconsin Tribal Conservation Advisory Council 

Meeting – June 20, 2012 

Barb Tormoehlen 

Northeastern Area, S&PF – St. Paul Field Office 



USDA Forest Service                                                                                                                                             State and Private Forestry 

Northeastern Area Overview 



USDA Forest Service                                                                                                                                             State and Private Forestry 

Our Mission 

• Lead and help support sustainable forest 

management and use of forests across the 

landscape –  

•  To provide benefits for the people of the 20 

Northeastern and Midwestern States and the 

District of Columbia. 
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We Achieve This By … 

• Providing leading-edge technical assistance, 

• Building strong state forestry programs, 

• Targeting financial assistance, 

• Reducing Federal investments through  leverage 
and prevention, 

• Monitoring and assessing forest sustainability 
trends, 

• Acting as an information clearinghouse. 
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Northeastern Area Overview 

• Who we are 

• Who we serve 

• What we do 

• How we work 

• Who cares  (And, why they should!) 

• How we work together now and in the future 
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We are Part of the Forest Service 

 Who We Are 

United States 
Department of 

Agriculture 

Forest Service 

State and Private 

Forestry 
National Forest System Research 

   Northeastern  

Area 
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St. Paul, MN 

Morgantown, WV 

Durham, NH 

Newtown Square 
Headquarters 

Headquarters 

Field Office 

 

The Northeast and Midwest 

 We Serve 
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• About 5 million non-Federal landowners 

• Roughly 170 million acres of forest 

• More than 120 million people in 20 states and 

D.C. 

• More than 40% of the US population 

We Serve 
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We Serve the Nation’s Forest Land 

U.S. Forest Land 

23% 

77% 

20 States 

Served by 

NA 

Rest of 
the U.S. 
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We Serve State and Private (Non-Federal) Forests * 

U.S. Forest Land 
All Ownerships 

8% 

92% 

Federal Non-Federal 

33% 
67% 

Federal Non-Federal 

* Forest health support also provided on federal lands 

NA 

Rest of the U.S. 

23% 

77% 
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We Serve Millions of Americans 

U.S. Population 

41% 
59% 

20 States Served by 

NA 
Rest of 

the U.S. 

NA Population 

5 Million Private 

Landowners 

120+ million 
citizens 
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What We Do 

• Implement S&PF programs of the Farm Bill 

• Provide expert advice, innovative technology 

• Financial assistance 

• Work at Federal, State, and local levels 
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Partnerships 

Forest Service Units (Eastern Region, FPL and NRS) 

State Forestry Agencies and their partners – Focus 

on implementing State Forest Action Plans  

NRCS, EPA,  USF&WS, BIA, other natural resource 

federal agencies, and tribes 

How We Work 
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We Use a Variety of Programs 

 

 

Forest Health Protection & Monitoring 

Cooperative Fire Management 

Urban & Community 

Forestry 

Forest Stewardship National Fire Plan 

Forest Legacy 

How We Work 
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We Seek to: 

• Add Value through 

• Voluntary partnerships and cooperation 

• Non-regulatory assistance 

• Create Opportunity  

• For the people and forest 

• Through improved program delivery 

How We Work 



USDA Forest Service                                                                                                                                             State and Private Forestry 

VALUE from… 

• Sustainable forests 

• Well-prepared volunteer fire departments  

• More-livable towns and cities 

• Better informed forest land owners 

• Jobs contributing to local economies 

Who Cares? (Why We Should) 
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Community Forest and Open Space 

Conservation Program 

Under the CFP, the Secretary of Agriculture, acting 

through the Chief of the Forest Service, awards grants to 

local governments, Indian tribes, and qualified nonprofit 

organizations to: 

establish community forests for community benefits 

by acquiring and protecting private forestlands. 
 

For Indian tribes, land acquired using a grant provided under the 

CFP must not be sold, converted to non-forest uses or a use 

inconsistent with the purpose of the CFP, or converted to land held 

in trust by the United States on behalf of any Indian tribe. 
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Woody Biomass Heating Project 
through the Wood Education Resource Center (WERC) 

Good candidates for biomass heating systems,  
1. Fuel Types (cordwood, chips, or pellets) and Costs;  

2. Quality and Quantity of Heat – Identify heating NEEDS 

3. Appropriate Wood Fuel/System Size (matched to needs and fuel);  

4. Heating Distribution System;  

5. Backup Fossil Fuel Systems;  

6. Fuel Delivery and Site Access.   
 

Key aspects of woody biomass project design: A-System Sizing; B-

Thermal storage; C-Combined Heat and Power 
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Opportunities to work together 

Types of Forest Health projects to fund under 

Federal suppression projects: 

 

 

 

• Oak Wilt suppression 

• Hemlock Woolly Adelgid Suppression 

• Gypsy Moth Suppression / STS 

• Emerald Ash Borer Prevention 

• EAB Biosurveillance and/or Survey 

• Invasive Plant Control / Eradication 

• Dutch Elm Disease Management 

• White Pine Blister Rust Prevention (prune) 
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•  Oak Wilt suppression 

•  Hemlock Woolly Adelgid Suppression 

•  Gypsy Moth Suppression / STS 

•  Emerald Ash Borer Prevention 

•  EAB Bio-surveillance and/or Survey 

•  Invasive Plant Control / Eradication 

•  Dutch Elm Disease Management 

•  White Pine Blister Rust Prevention (prune) 

 

Types Federal Forest Health 

Suppression Projects funded: 
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Opportunities to work together 
SPFO Forest Health Technical Assistance:   

  Pest identification 

  On-site evaluations 

  Management recommendations 

  Detection surveys & loss assessments 

  Training sessions and workshops 

  Publications, reports, websites 

  Implementation of new technology 
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Opportunities to work together 

Forest Health Aerial Survey 

Whole State coverage for MN, WI, MI. 

Partially flown by FS FHP, part by States 

Sketch-map to detect major pest impacts 
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In Fiscal Year 2011, SPFO provided the 

following assistance:   
Aerial surveys of all major tribal lands to document forest pest 

damage (~ 1 million acres) 
 

General insect and disease training to Mille Lacs Band of 

Ojibwae with training to Chippewa NF 
 

Attended Intertribal Timber Council Meeting in Carlton, 

Minnesota (National Meeting) 
 

Gypsy moth suppression project on Menominee Indian 

Reservation (IR) in Wisconsin (1360 acres) 
 

Oak wilt suppression - Menominee IR (15 acres) 
 

Ongoing development of emerald ash borer (EAB) response 

team in MN, including inter-agency coordination, including BIA.   
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Current Forest Health Issues we 

could assist with… 
 Nursery pests 

  Hazard Tree/ Danger Tree Training 

  American elm restoration 

  Oak wilt management recommendations 

  General pest identification 
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Opportunities to work together 

Other Existing and Potential Collaborative Efforts: 

Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI) 

Northwoods Climate Change Response Framework 

Forest Stewardship Project – Landscape Planning & 

Collaborative Forest Landscape Restoration efforts 

CWPPs and CWMAs  

Hazardous Fuels Mitigation 

More?   
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Recent USDA Tribal Roundtable  

 Deputy Under Secretary Arthur “Butch” Blazer:   

Forest Planning  

USFS Planning Rule is an opportunity for early, 

upfront involvement in the process.   
 

Partnerships are an absolute necessity and it is 

important for USDA/USFS to work with local 

communities and people. 
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Recent USDA Tribal Roundtable   

 Deputy Under Secretary Arthur “Butch” Blazer:  

Aging BIA Integrated Resource Management Plans – as 

updated, opportunities to integrate with State Forest Action Plans 

and State Wildlife Action Plans. 
 

Partnerships/ capacity building – it is increasingly important to 

work together to accomplish restoration.   
 

Funding is limited – consider interagency partnerships with 

multiple institutions to help tribes to develop more programs.   
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Recent USDA Tribal Roundtable   

 Deputy Under Secretary Arthur “Butch” Blazer:  

Tribal Youth   

Childhood obesity - Healthy Foods-Healthy Communities. 
 

Get as much education as possible; seek out good mentors. 
 

USDA Cultural Transformation and Ambassador programs –

employment opportunities for young minority students 

pursuing higher education - apply for internships and access 

other stepping stones to success. 
 

American Great Outdoors – There is strong interagency 

support for creating youth conservation development 

opportunities through this program. 
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Develop climate change strategies that 

include traditional tribal knowledge and 

create more opportunities to share 

knowledge.   

 

Recent USDA Tribal Roundtable   

 Deputy Under Secretary Arthur “Butch” Blazer:  
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Questions / Comments? 

 

 
Barb Tormoehlen 

btormoehlen@fs.fed.us 

651-649-5276 

mailto:btormoehlen@fs.fed.us


WTCAC – EPA Region V Updates/Info 

June -  2012 
 

 

 

• New IEO Director:  

Darrel Harmon – Started June 18
th

. 

Formerly the Indian Program Manager - Office of Air and Radiation - DC 

 

• Tribal Caucus Meeting:  June 28, 11 – 1, Fox Room @ Soaring Eagle Resort and Casino,  Saginaw 

Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan. 

 

• Region 5 Tribal Operations Committee Meeting:  August 7 - 9, 2012 @ Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior 

Chippewa 

 

• TEA Development: WI TEA Templates were sent out on May 3
rd

, requested first drafts by May 31
st

. 

 

• Climate Change Educators Workshop: July 16-19, 2012 

Workshop for Teaches on Communicating Climate Change (Applications due June 22
nd

) 

See for more info:  http://fyi.uwex.edu/nglvc/climate-change-institute/   &   ePacket 

 

• Energy Development on Tribal Lands Course : 

Instructed by the U.S. Department of the Interior and other Indian country experts 

Minneapolis, Minnesota, on July 30-31, 2012. 

Reduced registration rate is available through July 20, 2012. 

http://teeic.anl.gov/news/  

 

• Free Energy and Mold Onsite Technical Assistance Visits – HUD 

“Site visits are FREE and consist of three days of housing energy assessments 

and technical assistance. The site visit results in a report serving as a plan of 

action for the tribe to address current and future mold and mildew problems 

and indoor air quality issues. In addition, the report will recommend 

strategies for the tribe to improve energy efficiency” 

Contracted by HUD through FirstPic, Inc  

Site visit form included in ePacket. 

Contact: Sara Fiala 202.393.6400 (p) sfiala@firstpic.org  

 

• New Energy Resources Library - U.S. Department of Energy Office of Indian Energy 

Links to helpful resources for Tribes on energy project development and financing in Indian Country 

http://energy.gov/indianenergy/resources/energy-resource-library 

 

• Webinar - Tribal Solid Waste and Pollution Prevention Efforts to Address Climate Change 

Tuesday, June 26, 2012 - 1:00 pm - 2:30 pm CDT 

Phone:  866-299-3188 - Code:  938-9329# - https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/423133889  

Using EPA's Waste Reduction Model (WARM) to Calculate Greenhouse Gas Emission Reductions from 

Sustainable Materials Management Efforts 



(http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/wycd/waste/calculators/Warm_home.html) 

 

• ITEP is soliciting applications for the National Tribal Waste and Response Steering Committee 

Selecting up to five (5) individuals to serve on the Steering Committee.  

Support and guide the Tribal Waste and Response Assistance Program,  

5 year cooperative agreement between ITEP and EPA 

www4.nau.edu/itep/waste/twrap.asp 

Deadline for applications is June 22, 2012 

Todd Barnell, Program Coordinator Senior- Institute for Tribal Environmental Professionals 

928-523-3840- Todd.Barnell@nau.edu 

 

• Toxics Release Inventory (TRI) Program is Seeking Points of Contact for Reporting Releases in Indian 

Country to Tribal Authorities. - Final Rule Published April 19
th

 2012. 

Reporting will be required to EPA and Appropriate Tribal Representatives. 

Letter requesting contact info mailed to tribes on May 18
th

 (copy of letter in ePacket). 

Send Contact Info To: 

Cassandra Vail : 202-566-0753   Vail.cassandra@Epa.gov 

USEPA Headquarters,  Ariel Rios Building  

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. , Mail Code: 2844T  

Washington, DC 20460 

  

• TRIBAL GREEN CASINOS AND ENVIRONMENTAL TOBACCO SMOKE WORKSHOP  

Week  of September 17, 2012 - Grand Portage MN  

More info: Fayette Bright, bright.fayette@epa.gov  , 312-886-6069 

 

• Upcoming Events on the National Tribal Calendar (see ePacket for complete calendar) 
July 16-17 NTC Meeting Washington, DC HQ Media 

Ofc./Chase 

Dianne Briggs (202) 

564-0279 

July 18 NTOC Meeting Washington, DC NTC/Admini

strator/AAs/

RAs/DRAs/D

As 

Dianne Briggs (202) 

564-0279 

July 16-19 The 5th Biennial Tribal 

Drinking Water Conference 

Sacramento, CA   

July 24-25 NEJAC Meeting Crystal City, VA DePass/Chas

e 

Danny Gogal (202) 

564-2576 

July 26 Indigenous Peoples Work 

Group/NEJAC Meeting 

DC  Danny Gogal (202) 

564-2576 

Dona Harris (202) 564-

6633 

August 7-9 Region 5 RTOC Meeting Red Cliff 

Bayfield, WI 

  

August 20-23 Tribal Lands & 

Environment: A National 

Forum on Solid Waste, 

Emergency Response, 

Contaminated Sites, and 

USTs 

Coos Bay, OR 

Coquille Tribe 

Koslow Andrew Baca (202) 

566-0185 

August 26-29 National Tribal 

Environmental Council  

Conference 

Acme, MI  Mary Velarde (505) 

242-2175 or 

(505) 717-1581 

mvelarde@ntec.org 
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Northeastern Area – Overview 

 
Wisconsin Tribal Conservation Advisory Council 

Meeting – June 20, 2012 

Barb Tormoehlen 

Northeastern Area, S&PF – St. Paul Field Office 
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Northeastern Area Overview 
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Our Mission 

• Lead and help support sustainable forest 

management and use of forests across the 

landscape –  

•  To provide benefits for the people of the 20 

Northeastern and Midwestern States and the 

District of Columbia. 



USDA Forest Service                                                                                                                                             State and Private Forestry 

We Achieve This By … 

• Providing leading-edge technical assistance, 

• Building strong state forestry programs, 

• Targeting financial assistance, 

• Reducing Federal investments through  leverage 
and prevention, 

• Monitoring and assessing forest sustainability 
trends, 

• Acting as an information clearinghouse. 



USDA Forest Service                                                                                                                                             State and Private Forestry 

Northeastern Area Overview 

• Who we are 

• Who we serve 

• What we do 

• How we work 

• Who cares  (And, why they should!) 

• How we work together now and in the future 
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We are Part of the Forest Service 

 Who We Are 

United States 
Department of 

Agriculture 

Forest Service 

State and Private 

Forestry 
National Forest System Research 

   Northeastern  

Area 
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St. Paul, MN 

Morgantown, WV 

Durham, NH 

Newtown Square 
Headquarters 

Headquarters 

Field Office 

 

The Northeast and Midwest 

 We Serve 
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• About 5 million non-Federal landowners 

• Roughly 170 million acres of forest 

• More than 120 million people in 20 states and 

D.C. 

• More than 40% of the US population 

We Serve 
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We Serve the Nation’s Forest Land 

U.S. Forest Land 

23% 

77% 

20 States 

Served by 

NA 

Rest of 
the U.S. 
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We Serve State and Private (Non-Federal) Forests * 

U.S. Forest Land 
All Ownerships 

8% 

92% 

Federal Non-Federal 

33% 
67% 

Federal Non-Federal 

* Forest health support also provided on federal lands 

NA 

Rest of the U.S. 

23% 

77% 
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We Serve Millions of Americans 

U.S. Population 

41% 
59% 

20 States Served by 

NA 
Rest of 

the U.S. 

NA Population 

5 Million Private 

Landowners 

120+ million 
citizens 
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What We Do 

• Implement S&PF programs of the Farm Bill 

• Provide expert advice, innovative technology 

• Financial assistance 

• Work at Federal, State, and local levels 
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Partnerships 

Forest Service Units (Eastern Region, FPL and NRS) 

State Forestry Agencies and their partners – Focus 

on implementing State Forest Action Plans  

NRCS, EPA,  USF&WS, BIA, other natural resource 

federal agencies, and tribes 

How We Work 
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We Use a Variety of Programs 

 

 

Forest Health Protection & Monitoring 

Cooperative Fire Management 

Urban & Community 

Forestry 

Forest Stewardship National Fire Plan 

Forest Legacy 

How We Work 
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We Seek to: 

• Add Value through 

• Voluntary partnerships and cooperation 

• Non-regulatory assistance 

• Create Opportunity  

• For the people and forest 

• Through improved program delivery 

How We Work 



USDA Forest Service                                                                                                                                             State and Private Forestry 

VALUE from… 

• Sustainable forests 

• Well-prepared volunteer fire departments  

• More-livable towns and cities 

• Better informed forest land owners 

• Jobs contributing to local economies 

Who Cares? (Why We Should) 
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Community Forest and Open Space 

Conservation Program 

Under the CFP, the Secretary of Agriculture, acting 

through the Chief of the Forest Service, awards grants to 

local governments, Indian tribes, and qualified nonprofit 

organizations to: 

establish community forests for community benefits 

by acquiring and protecting private forestlands. 
 

For Indian tribes, land acquired using a grant provided under the 

CFP must not be sold, converted to non-forest uses or a use 

inconsistent with the purpose of the CFP, or converted to land held 

in trust by the United States on behalf of any Indian tribe. 
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Woody Biomass Heating Project 
through the Wood Education Resource Center (WERC) 

Good candidates for biomass heating systems,  
1. Fuel Types (cordwood, chips, or pellets) and Costs;  

2. Quality and Quantity of Heat – Identify heating NEEDS 

3. Appropriate Wood Fuel/System Size (matched to needs and fuel);  

4. Heating Distribution System;  

5. Backup Fossil Fuel Systems;  

6. Fuel Delivery and Site Access.   
 

Key aspects of woody biomass project design: A-System Sizing; B-

Thermal storage; C-Combined Heat and Power 
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Opportunities to work together 

Types of Forest Health projects to fund under 

Federal suppression projects: 

 

 

 

• Oak Wilt suppression 

• Hemlock Woolly Adelgid Suppression 

• Gypsy Moth Suppression / STS 

• Emerald Ash Borer Prevention 

• EAB Biosurveillance and/or Survey 

• Invasive Plant Control / Eradication 

• Dutch Elm Disease Management 

• White Pine Blister Rust Prevention (prune) 
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•  Oak Wilt suppression 

•  Hemlock Woolly Adelgid Suppression 

•  Gypsy Moth Suppression / STS 

•  Emerald Ash Borer Prevention 

•  EAB Bio-surveillance and/or Survey 

•  Invasive Plant Control / Eradication 

•  Dutch Elm Disease Management 

•  White Pine Blister Rust Prevention (prune) 

 

Types Federal Forest Health 

Suppression Projects funded: 
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Opportunities to work together 
SPFO Forest Health Technical Assistance:   

  Pest identification 

  On-site evaluations 

  Management recommendations 

  Detection surveys & loss assessments 

  Training sessions and workshops 

  Publications, reports, websites 

  Implementation of new technology 
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Opportunities to work together 

Forest Health Aerial Survey 

Whole State coverage for MN, WI, MI. 

Partially flown by FS FHP, part by States 

Sketch-map to detect major pest impacts 
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In Fiscal Year 2011, SPFO provided the 

following assistance:   
Aerial surveys of all major tribal lands to document forest pest 

damage (~ 1 million acres) 
 

General insect and disease training to Mille Lacs Band of 

Ojibwae with training to Chippewa NF 
 

Attended Intertribal Timber Council Meeting in Carlton, 

Minnesota (National Meeting) 
 

Gypsy moth suppression project on Menominee Indian 

Reservation (IR) in Wisconsin (1360 acres) 
 

Oak wilt suppression - Menominee IR (15 acres) 
 

Ongoing development of emerald ash borer (EAB) response 

team in MN, including inter-agency coordination, including BIA.   
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Current Forest Health Issues we 

could assist with… 
 Nursery pests 

  Hazard Tree/ Danger Tree Training 

  American elm restoration 

  Oak wilt management recommendations 

  General pest identification 
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Opportunities to work together 

Other Existing and Potential Collaborative Efforts: 

Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI) 

Northwoods Climate Change Response Framework 

Forest Stewardship Project – Landscape Planning & 

Collaborative Forest Landscape Restoration efforts 

CWPPs and CWMAs  

Hazardous Fuels Mitigation 

More?   
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Recent USDA Tribal Roundtable  

 Deputy Under Secretary Arthur “Butch” Blazer:   

Forest Planning  

USFS Planning Rule is an opportunity for early, 

upfront involvement in the process.   
 

Partnerships are an absolute necessity and it is 

important for USDA/USFS to work with local 

communities and people. 
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Recent USDA Tribal Roundtable   

 Deputy Under Secretary Arthur “Butch” Blazer:  

Aging BIA Integrated Resource Management Plans – as 

updated, opportunities to integrate with State Forest Action Plans 

and State Wildlife Action Plans. 
 

Partnerships/ capacity building – it is increasingly important to 

work together to accomplish restoration.   
 

Funding is limited – consider interagency partnerships with 

multiple institutions to help tribes to develop more programs.   
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Recent USDA Tribal Roundtable   

 Deputy Under Secretary Arthur “Butch” Blazer:  

Tribal Youth   

Childhood obesity - Healthy Foods-Healthy Communities. 
 

Get as much education as possible; seek out good mentors. 
 

USDA Cultural Transformation and Ambassador programs –

employment opportunities for young minority students 

pursuing higher education - apply for internships and access 

other stepping stones to success. 
 

American Great Outdoors – There is strong interagency 

support for creating youth conservation development 

opportunities through this program. 
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Develop climate change strategies that 

include traditional tribal knowledge and 

create more opportunities to share 

knowledge.   

 

Recent USDA Tribal Roundtable   

 Deputy Under Secretary Arthur “Butch” Blazer:  
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Questions / Comments? 

 

 
Barb Tormoehlen 

btormoehlen@fs.fed.us 

651-649-5276 

mailto:btormoehlen@fs.fed.us
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