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Wisconsin Tribal Conservation Advisory Council Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, May 11, 2011 

Bad River 
 
Meeting called to order at 8:13 am by Jonathan Pyatskowit. 
 
1. Roll Call 
Present:  Bad River (Cyrus Hester, Lacey Hill), FCPC (Nate Guldan), LCO (Brett McConnell), 
Menominee (Jonathan Pyatskowit), Mole Lake (Roman Ferdinand), Oneida (Jeff Mears), 
Stockbridge-Munsee (Luke Hennigan), St. Croix (Katie Stariha, Tony Havranek; arrived at 8:48 
am). 
 
Others present:  Jerry Thompson (WTCAC), Ton Krapf (NRCS), Jim Ruppel (EPA), Susan 
Hunter (FSA), Jim Thannum (GLIFWC), JoAnn Cruse (APHIS), Greg Yakle (NRCS), Keith 
Sengbusch (WTCAC), Michael Stinebrink (NRCS) 
 
2. Approval of Agenda 
 Need to add EPA to the agenda after FSA.  The invasive species subcommittee did not meet so 
their report can be removed from the agenda.  Need to add a summary of the TCAC training and 
the new 2501 Grant Proposal. 
 
MOTION:  Motion to approve agenda with changes. Motion by Oneida, seconded by LCO.  All 
ayes, zero opposed, motion carried. 
 
3. Approval of Minutes 
MOTION:  Motion to approve the March 9 and 10, 2011 minutes. Motion by LCO, seconded by 
Stockbridge-Munsee.  All ayes, zero opposed, motion carried. 
 
In the future, approval of the Wisconsin Tribal Caucus Portion of the WTCAC minutes will wait 
until the Tribal Caucus is on the agenda for approval.   
 
MOTION:  Motion to approve the April 5, 2011 minutes. Motion by Stockbridge-Munsee, 
seconded by Bad River.  All ayes, zero opposed, motion carried. 
 
4. NRCS Update 
Tom Krapf – Tom passed out a response to the technical recommendations made in March 
(attached).  He is here on Pat Leavenworth’s behalf as she had another meeting she had to attend.  
They have not received their exact state allocation yet, but they look to be pretty stable.  They 
did have some cuts.  Funding was cut for the RC & D program; however they can still stand on 
their own as a non-profit.  The staff will be brought into existing NRCS positions.  The 
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Watersheds program was also cut (this included dam rehabilitation).  They do anticipate 
additional cuts for next year.   There were cuts to program dollars but it doesn’t actually hurt 
them because they never received those dollar amounts anyway.  Wisconsin is always trying to 
position itself to take some change without having to take significant hits.   
 
In regards to March’s technical recommendations, they are looking into cedar for wood duck 
boxes.  For fish cribs, NRCS needs to develop the scenarios and they will work on it over the 
next year.  The NRCS raceway standard is for moving water, which is why they specify trout. 
LCO uses raceways as a container to put into a lake.  They need to work on resolving this issue.  
NRCS raceway was submitted for the fisheries initiative.   
 
Wisconsin NRCS has volunteered to be one of the first states to put together practices and 
scenarios for Energy.  They hope to have something ready to go in 2012. 
 
They need more cost information on wild rice seeding – Tribes should send info to Greg and he 
will send it on to NRCS.  Peter David with GLIFWC should be called for wild rice information 
as well.  Greg will follow up with Matt Otto on exactly what is needed yet and he will get back 
to us.   
 
We need a representative on the Wildlife Subcommittee as Bob Frank took a job in Michigan. 
 
MOTION:  Motion to appoint Lacey Hill to represent WTCAC on the State Wildlife 
Committee.  Motion by FCPC, seconded by Mole Lake.  All ayes, zero opposed, motion carried. 
 
Question - Could Chris Borden take over the position as the Resource Conservationist for the 
Tribes (Randy’s old position)?  Tom – there are a couple of things happening right now.  There 
is supposed to be a national plan because there are employees all over the national they need to 
deal with.  He would gladly let Pat Leavenworth know that we are requesting this.  WTCAC will 
prepare a letter and send to Pat Leavenworth.  Chris did write a letter to his supervisor indicating 
that he would be willing to become the Resource Conservationist for the Tribes.   
 
Fisheries Initiative – They have been in discussions on this with headquarters and Tom talked to 
the program manager last week and confirmed that they are in support of how we would use the 
practices.  They will use fish cultural production practices even though they are using fry to be 
released.  They are calling it fish farming.  Funding – they are just now getting back the money 
from all of the states that did not spend their money and they are going to reallocate it.  We have 
a 50/50 shot of getting the funding because the requests for the excess money are double what 
they will have, it will be in EQIP.   Tom feels we still have a very good chance.  This money will 
need to be contracted out this year.  WTCAC can make the decision as to how we allocate the 
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money.  WHIP may be a better fit for LCO’s “raceways”.  Keith and Tom will meet on the 
“raceway” issue.  They should hear by the end of the month. 
 
Greg – NRCS has a plant materials center where they raise plants for conservation purposes 
which could be native grasses, conservation shrubs, etc.  The Michigan Rose Lake Plant 
Materials Center Director is Dave Burgdorf and he is the NRCS Tribal contact.  He would like to 
make a presentation at WTCAC involving ash seed collection and storage.  This would be 
primarily about them being able to store the ash seed for the Tribes.  Greg will indicate to Pat 
Leavenworth that we would like him to come to a WTCAC meeting.  Dave did sweet grass and 
tobacco starts for WTCAC years ago.   
 
There was a question about funding bridges through NRCS.   Tom Krapf indicated that it is not a 
possibility as they require inspections and maintenance.  Could possibly do bottomless arch 
culverts which are much more expensive but there is no scenario for them.  WTCAC needs to 
add this to technical recommendations for next year. 
 
Question on forestry management plans – Yes, could have several different plans within a tribe if 
the lands are geographically distinct with distinct needs.  This should be put on next year’s 
technical recommendation list.   
 
There needs to be a consistent way to determine the acreage for invasive species treatment.  
Particularly when the plants do not cover the entire area.  If it comes to an audit we need to be 
able to justify the acreage reported.  Need to get this determination consistent across all agencies 
particularly NRCS and BIA.  Using percent cover is a possibility which is the way they use brush 
management. 
 
5. APHIS Update 
JoAnn brought the EAB traps.  All tribes are involved this year which is really good.  They could 
really use GPS points for the traps.  They really need to get the reports back so the Tribes get 
recognized for the work they are doing.  There are 2 different types of lure this year.   
 
They are still waiting on their budget as well.  She thinks they will be ok the rest of this year.  
She will see what happens in 2012.  2011 may be the last year they have an EAB survey program 
as the program may become regulatory and outreach based.  No new finds this year.  She sent 
biocontrol documents out recently to each Tribal Chair or President with a CC to WTCAC reps.    
Price and Jackson Counties were added to quarantine on May 1 for gypsy moth.  The full scale 
exercise they were working on with Menominee has been postponed because of budget issues.  
They still want to try to do it next year, and they are still trying to see if they can do the tabletop 
exercise yet this year.   
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Giant hogweed – federal noxious weed, found in Iron County near Hurley, in the upper peninsula 
of Michigan, Pennsylvania, and New York.  They now have some sites over in Manitowoc 
County, and they are wondering if there are more sites that they don’t know about.  They are 
trying to put together a giant hogweed meeting.  They do not have funding for control, but they 
are usually smaller patches.  The sap or juice can cause 3rd degree burns with sunlight.  It is like a 
chemical burn.  Is there interest in tribal folks coming to the meeting?  They were looking at the 
Wausau area.  She will send out a notice to the WTCAC reps.   
 
Jerry Thompson – VHS agreement update – Monday night he got an email from Mick saying he 
appreciates his very detailed response to their questions and the rewrite.  It takes Regional 
approval and they are the ones questioning how we do things.  Jerry thinks we need to have a 
Harmony training and get the APHIS folks from the region to attend the training.  Pat 
Leavenworth would like to have another one of those trainings in the next year or so.  Jerry will 
be at APHIS cooperative agreement training in June. 
 
APHIS needs to make sure they contact tribes when quarantining counties that contain tribal 
land. 
 
6. FSA Update 
Susan Hunter gave an update (attached).  Their budget is 35% less than last year.  Their travel 
has been cut and they have been instructed to not mail things out but to try and email and fax 
instead.  The Conservation Loan Program is not funded the rest of the year and it will not be in 
2012.  There is a Biomass Crop Assistance Program (BCAP) info fact sheet in her handout 
(attached).  The first approved BCAP area is in Missouri/Kansa.  Woody biomass portion of the 
program does not look like it is going to go anywhere, just looking at biomass crops.  Sign up 
online to get their newsletter as they want to save money by sending it out electronically.  They 
still have money available for Farm and Youth loans.  Wolf depredation – being it is federal 
dollars why is it going through the state?   Why not APHIS-WS instead of DNR or USFWS?  
She put in a request on the wild blueberries but she has not heard anything back on it.   They 
have elections coming up and they are looking for anyone to run but they have to be actively 
farming and they are looking for a female and minority advisors.  They used to have monthly 
meetings but it will now only be quarterly.   
 
7. EPA Update 
Jim Ruppel (Ruppel.James@epamail.epa.gov), the new Wisconsin Tribal Liaison, indicated he 
will officially be starting June 13.  He is in the listen and learn mode.  He will be located in Eau 
Claire.  Let him know if we need anything. 
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8. Forest Service 
Paul Strong, the new Forest Service Supervisor for the Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest, 
has indicated that they are looking to get more involved again.  He didn’t make it today but it 
would be nice to establish the connection again.   
 
9. TSP 
Question for Tom – Any update on TSP initiative – he has not heard anything; he thinks Renae 
finished up the agreement with the college and it is in process.  
 
10. Fisheree Initiative Engineering 
Keith passed out a general list of some of the issues we talked about in the past (attached).  This 
started before the fisheries initiative was begun.  We would need someone from NRCS staff 
appointed to work on this with Keith and WTCAC. 
 
Where are we at with getting the different tribal projects going?  They are currently working with 
St. Croix and surveys will be done next week.  He has had other conversations with the Tribes 
but nothing concrete started yet.   
 
We need to develop ranking criteria for distributing the funds.  We do not need these standards 
transferred into Wisconsin standards if they are already national standards.   
 
The Tribes that may be interested in participating are Mole Lake, Menominee, LCO, 
Stockbridge-Munsee, St. Croix and Red Cliff .   
 
List of tasks that need to be worked on: 

1) Need to develop a ranking tool (Jerry will start working on it) 
2) Need to have cost estimate available in 2 months for the projects 
3) Keith will work on setting up surveys and getting designs and cost estimates in  

 
We also need to clarify whether these projects will be covered at the 75% or 90% rate. 
 
11. Small Project Proposals 
We had conditionally approved Red Cliff’s project in March but we were looking at some 
modifications and clarifications. 
 
Melanie Thoreen is an AmeriCorps Vista worker with Red Cliff.  They changed the first 2 tasks 
and objectives to include FSA.  Large education component to this project which is very good!  
It is focused on the individual level within the Tribes.   
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MOTION:  Motion to appoint the modified Red Cliff small project proposal titled Red Cliff 
Mino Bimaadiziiwin Gitigaaning “Return to the Good Life Farm” for $15,000.  Motion by Mole 
Lake, seconded by FCPC.  All ayes, zero opposed, motion carried. 
 
12. WTCAC Program Manager Report 
About Mid-June be on the lookout for an email from Jerry changing his address, phone, and 
email address as he just put an offer in on a house that was accepted so he is moving.  He hopes 
to be in the new place by July 1.   
 
Annual Reports are here.  The folks at the TCAC training picked up their copies.  If you did not 
get them pick up a bundle (50 per bundle).   
Students – it is all set, they should have everything that they need and they all have their 
paperwork in.  Four with NRCS offices and one with APHIS.  Their first day is Memorial Day; 
they are all meeting in Medford on June 1.   
 
TCAC training – he put together an evaluation form.  We had great reviews.  They wished we 
could have spent more time on the Indigenous Stewardship Handbook and talking about getting 
elders involved in the NRCS process.  He will get the evaluations summarized and out to 
everyone to see.  Just about everyone wants us to come to their state to put on a training, Alaska 
wants us up there twice this year.  New Mexico, Arizona, and California also would like us.  Don 
Baloun would like us to do something with MN.  Problem is that we are kind of out of money for 
this year.  We have some slippage where we could pay for a WTCAC representative or two to go 
out and make some presentations.  Pat Leavenworth has already made contacts with those State 
Conservationists to let them know that tribes in their state have asked us to put on training 
conferences.   
 
Jerry looked into Director’s liability insurance.  He contacted 3 different agents but has only 
heard back from one.  Option 1 is $1,005/year, if we want defense expenses as well then 
$1,205/year both with a $1000 deductible.  Not sure if grant would cover this cost.  We need to 
get David Armstrong here to discuss this with us to really figure out what is really needed.  Keith 
would be covered by NRCS liability insurance being he would have job approval from NRCS (as 
long as he follows NRCS specs exactly).  This is an advantage to job approval.   
 
Jerry handed out the 2501 one year extension budget.  We are right on track with this year’s 
budget and looking good the rest of the year.  They approved us for $340,000 for next year down 
from the $400,000 we requested.  In order to get it within budget we needed to make cuts.  The 
cuts were: 
 -$6,000 from Fringe 
 -$3,500 for annual reports 
 -$3,260 for WTCAC Directors to attend AIANEA 
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 -$4,000 for Students to attend AIANEA and send them to Boot Camp instead 
-$10,000 from meeting expenses 
- $1,900 for WTCAC Directors to attend INCA 
-Cut Jerry down to 95% time  
-Take the remainder needed out of Jerry and Keith’s travel for regular meetings  

 
Taxes were submitted on time so we do not have to worry about penalties this year.  There was a 
mess up in the waiver for the other years so our bank account was seized by IRS, we are working 
through the issue right now.   
 
Jerry handed out the budget report for last quarter. 
 
13. By-law Amendment 
MOTION:  Motion to change the Fiscal Year in the by-laws from October – September to 
January - December.  Motion by Bad River, seconded by Stockbridge-Munsee.  All ayes, zero 
opposed, motion carried. 
 
14. Next Meeting 
We need to schedule a conference call in 4 weeks to discuss the Fisheries Initiative.  Nate will 
schedule the call for Monday June 20 from 10am – 12pm.   
 
The next WTCAC meeting will be scheduled sometime during the last 2 weeks of July at Lac du 
Flambeau but we will wait for the RTOC to be scheduled.   Nate will finalize this.   
 
 
MOTION:  Motion to adjourn.  Motion by St. Croix seconded by Bad River.  All ayes, zero 
opposed motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 2:05 pm. 
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